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Bell Jet Ranger Helicopter, 
commonly used for news reporting
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$700K-1.2 million 
initial cost

$649/hour
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Good Morning America






Covering Protests
Photos from 2013 
protests in Bangkok, 
Thailand over former 
Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra



28,000
-Number of people at primary protest, according to news reports







But how can people use 
drones to FIND the story?



Drought



Erosion



Investigative Journalism
Dallas Meat-packing plant:

"I was looking at images after the flight 
that showed a blood red creek and was 
thinking, could this really be what I think 
it is? Can you really do that, surely not? 
"

EPA, TCEQ, and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife executed a search warrant.



Los Angeles Drought: Mayor caught 
watering lawn
-Due to severe drought, LA passed law limiting when lawns 
could be watered

-NBC sent intern to climb up a tree and gather video of lawn 
being watered at night

*Used a human to gather images

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Mayor-Antonio-Villaraigosa-Water-Restrictions-Violation-54896522.html


“The back yard sprinklers have been running on Tuesday night at (2 a.m.), at 
Saturday night at (2 a.m.). We have pictures of it,” Grover told the mayor.

“Pictures of my back yard?” Villaraigosa said.
“Yes,” Grover said.

“From where?” Villaraigosa said.
“From our cameras,” Grover said.

“From your cameras,” Villaraigosa said. “Well, we’ll check into it.”
“Will you get back to me?” Grover said.

“Yes,” Villaraigosa said.



We can air drone footage of the Los 
Angeles mayor’s backyard.

But what about a private citizen’s 
backyard?



Now to turn 
the tables...











Drone journalism:
-Accessible, cheap and easy to fly

-Footage of breaking news situations is often shot by non-journalists, then sold to 
TV stations

-Often gathered by people who use drones for other purposes, including activism, 
public policy, environmental studies 
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